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Blink: Don’t Blink

Mary years, many changes
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ANY OF Y00 HAVE READ The Tirrmes Pom

by Malcelm Gladwell i which he dis-

cusses how a unigque product, service,
event, et becomes established wathin cursebves
and then into an accepted morm of societ.
Gladwell’s second book, Biink, 18 described as “a
book about how we think without thinking.
Instantanecus choices” [t delves o many possi-
bilittes and events that shape what might be con-
sidered by many as the nore. One such subject is
thin-slicing, which & described as “filtering the
very few factors that matter from an overwhelming
nurnber of varables” It 45 a uniquely written dis-
cussion on what counts for what and how things
umpact our lives without us necessanily even recog-
nizing the fact that we have been intentionally and
permanently altered.

It is wou, vour ingights and your mes-
sapes that have influenced this column
over the last many years 1T has been
written. It is you who have thin-sticed
each monthly mstallment and helped
define what truly matters within a uni-
verse of untold possibilites. That lwas
been ne more ceflective than it has dur-
ung the past few days. The 2007 mstall-
meint of the MACSE Show Bas just ended.
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words that are sad about this column,
the subgects that are attempted here and
your reaction to them when we see gach

5 not a0 at this time as to the success of
this wear's NACS Show, but for me, per-
somally, it was a total success because it provided
mie with the opportunity to connect with so many
of you. That is what | have tried to achieve in this
column duning the four-plus years | have been
writing it—the formation of a bridge between all
of us as to what maitters i thas industey, in our
companies and in owr lives. [t is this simple mis-
sion that has brought s0 much joy m wrinng “The
Last Word"™ every month.

Many events have ocourred during the space of
time this column bas been written: three different
individuals have held the position of president of
SIGMA. five different mdividuals have been the
chairmian of MACS, there have been two different
owners and publishess and three editors of this
publication [NPN). Hurricanes Eatrina and Rita
both hit the Guif Coast changimg our Hyves in many
wave, When [ started weiting this coluenn, we had
not yet entered [rag and the price of a gallon of
gasoline was a 51 and somie cents. Mow prices are
above 53 a gallon, and the debate rages on as 1o
where it might settle. 1 know there are so many
avenis we can consider that have shaped our Llives,
farmilies and businesses smce 2002

As Kenny Chesney sings in his song, Don't Blink
“What is the secret 1o lifef Dion't blink. Just like that
vou're six years old and vou take a nap; nexi thing
vou wakeup and you're 257 1t goes on to cover life
and all of its experiences, discussing how it ie " best
to start putting forst things first in the here today
and gone tomaorrow world we're livin' in” For all of
us, “Life goes faster than you think. . .don't Blink”
That is the secret of [ife.

Thank you for giving me the pleasure of writing
this column for these last few vears, Every month it
las felt as though 1 am merely writing a note 1o
friends. [t is mow fime to let someone else receive
the enjovment and friendship that vou hawve
bestowed wpon me This will serve as the last “The
Last Word™ for me. [ hope this very last page of thas
magazine continues o bring vou enmpoyment 2ach
and every month it is published. From my home
and heart to vours, may we all iry to slow down
and take lfe in and God bless. INSPINE



